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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Consideration - Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting on the following question - 

That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MR T.G. STEPHENS (Central Kimberley-Pilbara) [3.12 pm]:  I rise to take this opportunity to speak about 
the recent cyclones in the Pilbara region and to ask members to cast their minds over what happened to that 
region in the face of the arrival of those two cyclones, their passage and the aftermath.  In the aftermath of a 
major event such as a cyclone, it is important to consider the impact it has had on the people of the region.  
Cyclone George was an event that arrived relatively suddenly.  I had been tracking it out into the Indian Ocean 
and it looked as though it would pass away from the coastline without causing any significant impact.  However, 
suddenly on the Thursday it turned and the Pilbara residents found themselves in the path of a rapidly moving 
yellow alert cyclone, which became a red alert.  The cyclone hit with a devastating impact in the area just east of 
the township of Port Hedland.  It then travelled inland and caused a devastating impact on Fortescue Metals 
Group mining camp at RV1, the construction camp where two fatalities and an extraordinary number of injuries 
occurred.  As we know, it flattened the area adjacent to the Indee homestead, where there was further loss of life.  
Apart from those awful tragedies and injuries to the workforce at those two locations, people throughout that 
area were very seriously traumatised by a cyclone of much greater dimensions than has been the region’s recent 
experience.  It involved quite a huge weather system, which had a very significant impact on not only the large 
population area of the Port and South Hedland communities, but also the adjacent Aboriginal communities to the 
east of Port Hedland where the eye of the cyclone passed over.   

All those communities are now reeling from the aftermath and the necessity to undertake a major clean-up.  It 
has involved huge amounts of personal effort for the community in tackling the associated issues and digesting 
their recent experiences.  Compounding that aftermath was a significant storm, which hit Port Hedland 
overnight, causing flooding to many parts of the community, including my own office, which was flooded out on 
Monday night.  In addition, a few hours ago, another major storm hit the town.  It was not a cyclone but in the 
past few hours an extraordinary weather system has arrived there.  I have been watching the radar on the Internet 
as the system came into town and caused extraordinary additional flooding in the township.  It is not a cyclone 
and, as far as I know, it has not caused any injury.  It is an amazing weather pattern with a level of rain that I 
have not seen before.   

Given the reports that have come from my office and others in the community and emails that have started to 
flow in about that weather system, apparently something strange is happening to the weather patterns of the 
north west.  I am left asking whether we have climate change within our own region that will cause us more 
serious climatic events that we need to be prepared for in ways that have not been previously necessary.   

A coronial inquiry will be held into the three deaths, and a WorkSafe inquiry will tackle the issues of the 
locations in which injury and death occurred.  Those reviews and assessments will no doubt throw up lessons for 
all of us.  I am on record as publicly reflecting the widespread viewpoint within the community, the workforce 
and the township that there is a need to keep an eye out for wider issues than those that will be picked up by the 
coronial and WorkSafe inquiries.  I do not resile from that viewpoint, although I am apprehensive about the long 
process of the coronial inquiry.   
The Pilbara region is experiencing extraordinary circumstances.  This state finds it very difficult, particularly 
given its Perth-based administration, to focus on what is happening.  Western Australians and governments, both 
here in Perth and in Canberra, know that something weird and wonderful is happening for them.  Their coffers 
are full; money is rolling in.  It is sometimes difficult to focus on where the action is and what is happening as a 
result of it.  Thousands of people are scattered over the Pilbara resource regions of this state, not typically people 
from my own electorate; they are from metropolitan Perth and other parts of the state.  
Mr R.C. Kucera:  That is a very good point that you make.  A number of constituents have come to my office 
with very real concerns about what occurred in the Pilbara in the past few weeks.  I support you in your views on 
the need to look at what has gone on up there.   
Mr T.G. STEPHENS:  I thank the member for Yokine for his interjection.  It reinforces the point that I am not 
referring to my own constituents; they have come in mostly from other parts such as the metropolitan area.   
Mr R.C. Kucera:  Fly in, fly out. 
Mr T.G. STEPHENS:  Yes.  That fly in, fly out workforce is from not only Perth, but also other parts of 
Western Australia.  I have discovered that, increasingly, they are from other states and other nations.  People are 
flying in from Bali to take up jobs in the Pilbara and then going home on the weekend to their residences in Bali 
after a week’s work.  Oftentimes they are people from New Zealand or the Pacific Islands who are using Bali as 
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their permanent residence to take up jobs in the Pilbara region.  I have never seen the like of the activity all over 
the region.  I have seen people in places we would never previously have expected them to be, including 
homesteads such as Indee homestead.  On the Saturday after the cyclone, as I flew over Indee homestead with 
the Premier, I was flabbergasted to find the homestead surrounded by what were once dongas but which had 
become scattered floorboards.  Unbeknownst to me, the homestead had been converted into an accommodation 
facility in which a large number of people were housed.  It caught me, and I presume also the regulators, by 
surprise to see so many people in that location. 
The cyclone seriously impacted on the nearby Wodgina mine site.  Fortunately, there were no fatalities.  People 
from that mine site were evacuated into nearby tunnels.  Understandably, the workers from the nearby mine sites 
were traumatised by entering a tunnel from which they did not know whether they would ever emerge safely.  
There was a considerable risk of inundation, but they had nowhere else to go.  The mine site managers had been 
flown in from Melbourne a week earlier and it was their first experience of being outside the engineering 
faculties of metropolitan Australia.  Local people with expertise and experience are no longer available to the 
resources sector.  Therefore, the current managers have no knowledge base from which they can draw 
experience to respond to the challenges that a cyclone presents.  These are unchartered times.  Extraordinary 
pressure is being placed upon the region.  Many more players operate in the region in not only the resources 
sector and the mining industry, but also the tourism sector and the construction industry.  Much work is being 
done to build the railway line for Fortescue Metals Group, and a number of exploration camps and tourism 
projects operate in the area.  Also, an increasing number of indigenous communities live in those areas.  The 
towns are now chockers with people.  There is not enough accommodation to meet the population pressure in the 
region.  In the past, and certainly during my time as a representative of the region, I have watched cyclones come 
and go.  I have seen them pass over landscape where virtually nobody lived.  Now it is nearly impossible for a 
cyclone to pass over the north west of the state without impacting on significant populations, because they are 
just about everywhere.  A cyclone would be hard pressed to pass through the region without impacting on a 
sizeable population in many locations throughout the north west.  Those issues will eventually have to be picked 
up, and they should be picked up earlier rather than later; they should be picked up immediately rather than in 
the never-never. 
We must work through these issues and understand the processes so that the community, the resources sector, 
new arrivals and even old hands like me can better understand the processes by which the various cyclone alert 
categories are formed.  What goes into that process?  Who is consulted?  Is it a scientific process that is free of 
pressure from commercial interests or other interests that have no right to be involved in deciding what category 
the cyclone warning should be - whether it should be a blue, yellow or red alert?  How has that been determined 
and who has called it?  What is the obligation of the people in the region to respond to the various colour codes?  
I was in Halls Creek on the day a yellow alert was issued for a cyclone heading towards Port Hedland.  A 
challenge of representing my electorate is that I can be at one end of it when I am needed at the opposite end.  
My office received a call that a yellow alert had been issued and the staff had to quickly get home to prepare for 
the cyclone.  They downed tools, turned off the computers, bolted up the office and left as quickly as they could 
to get home to their families and to secure their residences.  They were then no longer engaged in productive 
work but were engaged in preparing for the cyclone.  That is as it should be.  Experienced long-term residents of 
the community work in my office and they understand how tricky cyclones can be.  However, that has not been 
the shared experience of everyone in the region.  Some employers place different expectations on their 
employees.  Some employees believe that they can engage in productive activity during a yellow alert and do not 
need to prepare for a cyclone.  People must well and truly understand what their obligations and needs are.  They 
must be aware also of the safety and occupational obligations during a cyclone alert.  I am very deliberately 
avoiding suggesting that a particular company or contractor has been guilty of any of those things.  I will not 
make that allegation, although other people will.  There is a time and a place for those matters to be tested.  They 
can be tested by the coronial inquiries, in the case of the RV1 site.  People will be given a chance to respond to 
those allegations and their responses will be assessed. 

Currently, no special extra accommodation is available to the residents of Port Hedland during a cyclone, apart 
from the Port Hedland detention facility, which has 750 empty beds.  The commonwealth government has 
mothballed it for three years, regardless of the constant pleas by people, including me, to open it to the 
community.  I was not thinking of using it for emergency situations; I thought it could be used to accommodate 
mining industry workers for whom more space was required.  However, for three years the commonwealth said 
no.  Senator Vanstone, in her role as Minister for Immigration and Citizenship, flatly said no to me, as did her 
then director general, who has been appointed as ambassador to Indonesia for his apparently brilliant 
administration of the immigration department.  The facility remained closed at a cost of $60 000 a month.  It was 
left empty and was mothballed.  Suddenly, hundreds of workers faced a cyclone bearing down on them.  Where 
could they go?  What opportunities did they have to get into town?  The decision makers would legitimately ask 
whether they could have been sent to Wedgefield.  There was a risk that the cyclone would pass close to the 
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coast during a time when there were reasonably high tides and Wedgefield could have been seriously inundated.  
A manager of a workforce would have decided against that idea, which would have put the workers from the 
town at risk of being drowned at Wedgefield just in case the cyclone travelled slightly to the west of Port 
Hedland rather than the east, which it did.  If the cyclone had hit the town at the same time as there was a high 
tidal surge, we could have faced a worse situation.  The detention facility sat empty.  No-one was able to get to 
it, yet it had empty beds galore.  The town was seriously damaged by the cyclone.  Although only 50 houses in 
the general area of Port Hedland became uninhabitable because of the cyclone, very serious cosmetic damage 
was done to businesses and communities.  A huge number of trees and debris were strewn all over the place.  
The cyclone recovery taskforce and the emergency recovery operation put pressure on the federal government to 
open the detention facility to people who were required to assist in the recovery process.  At that point the 
commonwealth government had the good sense to open it.  A federal coalition member of Parliament, Mr Barry 
Haase, arrived in town with Senator Ellison.  They had nowhere in town to stay and so they stayed at the 
detention centre.  When they were caught out by the media for staying there, the pressure was on for them to 
make a decision quickly.  They were embarrassed because they had been staying at the detention centre and had 
been looked after by the Army.  For three years I had been begging the federal government to open the facility to 
ordinary people, yet it was open to accommodate Senator Ellison and Barry Haase while they were in town.  
Where was everybody else expected to go?  By the end of the week the centre was again closed. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr T.G. STEPHENS:  Expressions of interest for the facility are being sought by 24 March.  Somebody will 
produce a proposal and eventually it will be sorted out.  The convoluted expressions of interest process should 
not be gone through; the facility should be opened now.  An email I have on my computer screen indicates that a 
flood has just hit the town as a result of some rain this morning.  Accommodation is desperately needed for the 
recovery workers, the reconstruction workers and for people who work in the resources industry in that area.   
Another camp was closed just his morning as a result of the extreme weather condition that has just hit the town 
and caused additional flooding today. 
Mr R.C. Kucera:  I seem to recall that in the Queensland situation there was a tremendous response from the 
federal government, including sending General Cosgrove there. 
Mr T.G. STEPHENS:  I imagine that there were a number of federal marginal seats that depended upon the 
perception that the federal government was doing that.  In this case, the federal government has that air of 
arrogance about it that says that a six per cent safety margin will be sufficient to hang on to that seat and protect 
the incumbent, and only a base-level response is needed by the national government, which is effectively what is 
in place now. 
My view is that the federal government should immediately hand over that detention facility to the Town of Port 
Hedland, the local government authority, so that it can immediately make that facility available to the people 
who need to go into that community to help with the reconstruction, the repair work and the resource pressures 
in that town.  It should be left to the Town of Port Hedland to run that facility in the short term.  Those 700 beds 
could be put to good use right now.  That facility could accommodate the workers who have lost their camp 
facility that was closed this afternoon.  In my view, it is not good enough for that facility to remain closed while 
the government is waiting for expressions of interest.  I believe that the national government is more intent on 
harvesting a cash return and maximising the cash return for that detention facility, rather than making it available 
to meet the current critical needs of the community in Port Hedland.  It is about extracting even further cash 
returns for the national government’s coffers to build up the government’s war chest in the lead-up to the federal 
election, rather than responding to the crisis and the challenge in the community at Port Hedland.  If it were a 
government of goodwill, and if it were a seat that the national government realised it was at risk of losing, I 
believe that we would receive a more compassionate and generous response than that which we have received 
from the arrogant coalition team that graces the Treasury bench in the national Parliament.  I believe that this 
facility should have been available to the Pilbara communities in advance of the cyclone.  It certainly was put to 
good use to house not only my good friend Senator Chris Ellison and my other “good friend” the federal member 
for Kalgoorlie, Barry Haase, but also some people who were in need.  The Army went in and cooked for Senator 
Ellison and Mr Haase. 
Mr R.C. Kucera:  That’s lovely. 
Mr T.G. STEPHENS:  It is nice if a person can get it. 
Mr R.C. Kucera:  Army cooking. 
Mr T.G. STEPHENS:  I am sure it is all good.  However, there are now people who have flooded 
accommodation, and the facility is sitting there once more to presumably return more gold into the coffers of the 
national government.  My sympathy is with the families who have experienced death and injury at this awful 
time.  The funerals that took place this week were tragic, sad, awful events for people who lost loved ones.  My 
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sympathy is with the three families.  I am sure the sympathy of members of the house is with all those families 
and the individuals who have experienced loss of life within their immediate circle.  Of course, the injuries, some 
of which were quite horrific, cause great trauma for the individuals affected and the families of which they are a 
part.  As well as that, there is a psychological scarring of people.  Some no longer have the capacity to go back 
into those environments to take up jobs in those locations because they have been traumatised.  I believe that in 
that community many people are displaying the trauma that comes at the end of a big event.  That trauma is 
displayed when I am in contact with various people in the community.  A weather system that causes a cyclone 
of that size and of such ferocity is a very big event.  It came in relatively unexpectedly, and was then followed by 
another menacing event.  Cyclone George hit, and then cyclone Jacob was just behind it.  Now, of course, there 
have been these two follow-up serious weather patterns that have caused additional damage to the region. 
Following the damage to the community, of course, extraordinary community building goes on.  I pay tribute to 
the various players in this process.  Natural leadership must emerge in a community such as this at such a time.  
Excellent leadership has been on offer from the new council of the Town of Port Hedland.  In this case, the 
acting mayor is Councillor Arnold Carter, a Freeman of the Town.  He is a long-time friend of mine who is in 
Port Hedland now in his role as acting mayor.  The mayor has been in Esperance on leave.  Arnold rose to the 
challenge with his extraordinary knowledge of and skill in these things, as he watched what he said was perhaps 
the worst cyclone he had ever seen in the entire period he has been in the region; and I think he was there before 
Adam was a boy.  Arnold is still there and still going strong.  He has contributed an enormous amount of his 
experience and wisdom to the process, as have his fellow councillors, and in particular the chief executive officer 
of the council, the young Chris Adams, who displayed extraordinary leadership skill in getting the town ready 
for the cyclone, as far as that was possible.  In turn, he assisted in the process of responding to the challenge of 
recovery, repair and restoration of that community.  It was a huge effort, and it is still going on.  It will go on for 
another couple of weeks at a minimum before the debris is even removed from the streets.  Huge challenges are 
still facing the town.  Hundreds and hundreds of truckloads of debris are being gathered in the town.  There are 
trees galore and rubbish galore.  This is not just in the town of Port  Hedland. 
One thing that it has highlighted, in my view, is the complete absence of an adequate response to the needs of the 
Aboriginal communities.  I do not want to be critical of the people who are caught up in the emergency response.  
However, it is simply the case that Aboriginal communities, even in the face of emergencies and recovery, are 
not adequately structured into the process and the consciousness of the agencies and the structures of Western 
Australia.  People feel that they are, and they think they are making their best efforts.  They sometimes fly over 
the areas to have a bit of a look and say, “Well, it looks all right.”  However, the truth of it is that they need to go 
into each place.  Choppers should have landed so that people could meet with those on the ground.  Then they 
would have found out earlier that there had been significant damage to houses, from which people had to be 
withdrawn, and that a very big clean-up was needed.  Some Aboriginal leaders have been critical of what has 
gone on.  I will not echo that.  Even in cyclones and other emergency events - I have watched this over time - we 
cannot get it right for Aboriginal communities.  There is a recovery process that looks after the town of Port 
Hedland - that is, the urban area of Port Hedland - but we have not structured into the system a way of dealing 
with the fact that Aboriginal communities to the east may be in the eye of a cyclone and face the full ferocity of 
it, as happened on this occasion.  When the cyclone passed through that area, it caused extraordinary damage to 
that community, yet a quick response system or some sort of systematic response is not built into the process. 
They are the additional issues that I believe need to be picked up in the process that I am advocating for.  It 
should be something different from the coronial inquiry and the WorkSafe inquiry.  We should draw upon the 
recent experience and build on the lessons learnt so that we do not have repeat tragedies within not only the 
resources sector, but also the Aboriginal communities and the tourism sector and more widely across that region.  
There is work to be done.  It is work that should be done, in my view, by government.  It would be very useful 
work indeed. 

I take this opportunity in this speech to the house to pay tribute to the work of FESA and the work of the 
volunteers especially.  These are, after all, volunteers who are traipsing up and down the streets of the 
community in their yellow overalls.  They are from not only the local community, but also all over the state.  
They come in and attend to the needs of the people facing these emergencies.  I pay tribute to the work that they 
do, which is quality work.  They are sometimes mistaken for paid workers.  Sometimes the new arrivals in towns 
sit back, as they finish their can, and say to the volunteers, “Well, you were late getting here.  Why haven’t you 
been here to help us?”  These are volunteers who go into the homes and gardens of other people who can sit back 
and watch and enjoy the support of the volunteers, thinking that it somehow comes by virtue of right.  It does 
not.  It comes about by the generosity of the individuals who throw themselves into it.  More people should be 
willing to participate in that process. 

I also pay tribute to the teachers who participated in the clean-up of the school, the shire workers, the police and 
the health workers in the hospitals and the like.  An extraordinary combination of players came together to 
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respond to these challenges.  I commend Horizon Power - the energy provider - and the Water Corporation for 
the quality of their efforts.  The relief fund process is under way, and we are seeing the generosity of two of the 
major corporations, and the many other people who have come forward with funds to assist people in need.  I 
pay tribute to the many participants for their response in dealing with not only the emergency, but also the 
damage to the town.   

The town of Port Hedland will rise again after this experience, and it will rise even stronger.  However, it would 
rise more securely if the federal government had the good grace and the good sense not to try to extract from the 
lease of the detention facility the maximum buck it can get for its pre-election war chest.  The federal 
government should deliver that empty detention facility, which is being mothballed at a cost of $60 000 to 
taxpayers, to the Town of Port Hedland, and through the town to the community, so that it can be filled with the 
many people who need safe and secure accommodation to rebuild and restore that town, and also to participate in 
delivering for not only Western Australia, but the entire nation, the benefits that flow from a thriving resources 
sector that has never been at such fever pitch as it is now.  I call upon the federal government to lift its game and 
respond immediately to this call.   

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany - Parliamentary Secretary) [3.45 pm]:  I am proud to stand in this place today as 
the member for Albany.  I welcome the member for Peel.  Apparently everyone else in the house has welcomed 
him, and even though I said I was not going to welcome him, I do not want to feel left out, so I welcome him 
too!  I have had a chance to meet the member for Peel and his family, and I have done some background work on 
him and have found out that he has been a very solid member of our community.  I am sure he will make a great 
member of this Parliament and a great representative for the people of Peel.  

Some members on this side of the house will remember a long-serving and active member of the Australian 
Labor Party, Enid Conochie.  Enid passed away in February at the age of 81.  Enid was a lovely, kind and 
generous lady who had a lifelong commitment to social justice and the environment and to making the world a 
better place in which to live.  Enid and her husband, Ian, along with her sister Leila and her husband, Hank 
Soerink, were co-founders of the Wolery Ecological Community in 1976.  The Wolery is a self-sustaining 
community of 15 homes on 60 hectares of bushland near Denmark.  As a member of the Teachers’ Union, Enid 
fought for equal pay and promotional conditions for women.  As convenor of the Women’s Electoral Lobby, 
Enid fought for equality of women in all facets of life.  Enid also campaigned against the Vietnam War, nuclear 
weapons and uranium mining, as well as for gay and lesbian rights, abortion law reform and the legalisation of 
prostitution.  Enid was a vital part of the Denmark community.  She was a foundation member of Denmark’s 
first environmental group.  She recorded more than 150 interviews with local identities for the Denmark 
Historical Society.  She did volunteer work with Meals on Wheels and the Denmark Tourist Bureau.  She was 
active in the writers’ group. She was also part of the group that successfully campaigned to save the old 
agricultural college buildings from the bulldozer.  In 2006 Enid and her husband were named joint Denmark 
citizens of the year.   

I turn now to the Albany Chamber of Commerce and Industry.  I congratulate Jo Hummerston for her time as 
chief executive officer of the ACCI.  Jo resigned recently to go overseas for fresh challenges.  When Jo took 
over as CEO of the chamber, David Juers was the president.  Jo and David did a tremendous job in resurrecting 
what was at the time a business that was just ticking over.  About 200 or 300 people now attend every function 
and they have to battle to get through the door.  The businesspeople of Albany wish Jo all the best for the future.  
She has done a tremendous job in helping to bring the business community back into the community, I think is 
the best way to describe it.  The current president, Ian Howard, is doing a tremendous job.  The new CEO, 
Graham Harvey, will have big shoes to fill.  Jo built a tremendous foundation, and I am sure Graham will carry 
on her great work.   

I was very privileged to attend the ACCI’s 2007 business awards ceremony a few nights ago.  The ACCI 
Wignalls Wines award for businesses with one to four employees was Cape Howe Cottages.  That business is 
run by Gaynor and David Clarke, and they won that award for their sound management in all facets of the 
business and business growth to ensure that guests are given an experience and not just a place to stay.  Gaynor 
and David are tremendous personalities.  A stay at Cape Howe Cottages is a must for anyone who visits Albany.  

The next category was the ACCI Australia Post award for businesses with five to 10 employees.  BodyCare 
Health Club won the highly commended award under that category.  Amber Kerruish has taken over that 
business.  She won that award for running a young and energetic business that offers a wide range of services for 
all markets.  It is good that a young person such as Amber can take on a business like that in our community and 
be so successful.  The main award was won by Lush Garden Gallery, which is owned by Lesley van Ross and 
Maxine Beeck.  They started that business as a bit of a hobby.  They are fantastic examples of people who know 
their stuff.  They know everything about flowers and gardens.  In my family, the garden is my wife’s domain, 
and mine is Foxtel - I hope this does not get back to my wife or I will be in real trouble!   
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The ACCI Albany Port Authority award for businesses with more than 10 employees was won by Skill Hire.  
Greg Stocks, Tony Fitzpatrick and Rob Stockdale have done a tremendous job with this business.  It began in 
Albany.  They have now expanded to Kalgoorlie, Geraldton and Perth.  They do a tremendous job in the Albany 
community.  The ACCI City of Albany tourism award was won by The Rocks, Albany.  Anyone who has been 
to Albany would probably know The Rocks.  The Rocks is one of Albany’s treasures.  The building was falling 
into disrepair.  Steve Birkbeck, who owns Mount Romance Pty Ltd, took it over.  After that, the Evans family 
came along and made it a tremendous tourism experience.  It beautiful, old-fashioned house that overlooks the 
water.  It is fantastic.   

The ACCI AusIndustry-Great Southern Area Consultative Committee industry development award was won by 
Jetset Albany.  That company is run by Nilla and John Spark.  They and their staff do a tremendous job.  They 
know everything anyone would want to know about tourism in Albany and overseas.  I am always getting emails 
from them about what is happening on the tourism scene.  The ACCI Great Southern Development Commission 
export award was won by ReLMS, which is run by Ken and Jacqueline Keys.  John developed a software 
program in Albany for the removals industry.  That program is already impacting on transport logistics 
companies around the word.  Ken paid tribute on the night to the great work that his wife has done to help him.  
It just shows what a guy can do when he has a good idea.  I know that it cost him a lot of money to set it up, but I 
am sure he will reap the profits in the future.  The ACCI Timbercorp agribusiness award was won by Great 
Southern Plantations, which is Timbercorp’s greatest rival.  It was good to see Gavin Ellis and his team be 
rewarded for the great work they are doing in our region. 
The ACCI community business award was won by the Albany Youth Support Association.  I am very pleased 
that the Albany Youth Support Association won that award, because I know the tremendous work that 
association does.  Janet Kostas and her group are doing great things.  The government provided funding to get 
that group going again.  They had to stop for a while because they had run out of funding, and the state 
government has been very supportive.  I am very proud to be associated with a government that has supported 
that association.  The Albany Youth Support Association takes young kids off the streets, educates them and tells 
them what facilities are available for them.  The association provides overnight accommodation and puts those 
young kids on the right pathway.  With so many young children losing their way, it is tremendous to have a 
facility such as that in Albany.  It was great to see that association awarded. 
Gaynor and David Clarke from Cape Howe Cottages won the Small Business Development Corporation home-
based business award.  Angela Offer from Angela’s Garden won the business achiever award.  I think Angela 
was nominated for just about every award, and near the end of the night we clapped Angela more than anyone 
else.  She has done a tremendous job.  She is always looking for new ideas and marketing strategies.  She has 
also won an in-market scholarship from the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.  The countrywide 
businessperson of the year award was won by Greg Cross.  Greg Cross is a tremendous businessperson in our 
community.  He is one of the managers of Fletcher International WA.  Fletcher International is a big business in 
Albany.  It provides more than 500 jobs in Albany.  Greg has done a tremendous job.  It was a great reward for 
him and I know that he and his family were very proud. 
[Quorum formed.] 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I thank everyone for coming into the chamber to listen to my speech!  I think the support I 
am getting is tremendous!  I am sorry that everyone is leaving the chamber again!  I did not realise I had that 
effect on people! 
There is another innovation in Albany.  Senior Constable Peter Malins from the Albany police has produced for 
Polair a new remote-controlled helicopter that is five-eighths the size of a normal helicopter.  It has a little 
camera attached to it to enable the police to see areas close to the ground.  When the police fly over Denmark or 
Mt Barker in normal-sized planes, our friends with the crops in the forest could hide under the bushes.  However, 
this remote-controlled helicopter can get within 50 metres of the ground.  It is a tremendous innovation, and I 
congratulate Peter Malins and the police in Albany for a great job.  They do a tremendous job in our region.  
They are always under pressure.  Police always get a lot of bad publicity.  People need police only when things 
go wrong.  We are very lucky in our region.  Ross Tomasini and his staff do a tremendous job.  They will attend 
the road safety forum that will be held next Monday.  I congratulate the member for Wagin for holding the first 
road safety forum.  One hundred people will attend the forum in the morning and another 100 people will attend 
in the afternoon.  Years 11 and 12 students, TAFE students, young working people and members of the 
community will attend the morning session.  Everyone will be given a control and when the questions go up on 
the screen, they will provide their answers by pressing the buttons on the control without feeling any pressure 
from others.  One of the questions that will be asked is how many times they use a seatbelt.  No-one else will 
know their answer, but the facilitator will note that young people might use their seatbelts only four or five times 
out of 10.  These young people will be encouraged because they will feel that they have contributed to the 
debate.  The results from the morning session will then be collated.  The afternoon session will be attended by 
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community members, police, members of Parliament and movers and shakers in the town who will look at the 
results and hopefully find a solution to prevent more road deaths.  If we can save one person’s life through 
holding these forums, it will be a tremendous day. 
I will list a number of people who are doing well in sport in Albany.  Ron Bellfield took third place in the 
Australian production sedan titles in Victoria and was the only driver from Western Australia to finish in the 
final.  Ron has won two previous titles, but this time had to contend with a damaged motor and a pile-up during 
the final. 
Callum Dowell, a young middle-distance runner from Albany, achieved two personal-best times while 
competing against older runners in the under 18s at the Australian Athletics Championships.  Callum has also 
proved himself to be a pretty good bream fisherman, wading the flats at Oyster Harbour, and has established a 
healthy rivalry with other bream fishermen in Albany.  Callum has ability, but it is very hard for young people 
who live in a regional town to go where they want to go, unless they move to Perth.  Now it is just up to Callum. 
Michael Betti qualified for the WA international state team in Little Athletics to compete in Singapore in July.  
Michael has come back from injury to run within 0.2 of a second of breaking the state under-14s 400-metre 
record, and his goal is to break the 54-second mark. 

Matt Clothier and Julian Crudelli were elected in the country squad for a country versus city under-16s match at 
the WACA Ground after impressing selectors at the state trials.  It was a fantastic opportunity for these two 
Railways players to show their potential in a match at the WACA that saw the best 24 young cricketers in 
Western Australia compete against one another. 
Jack Dawson was selected in the state team to play at the under-18s national men’s hockey championships in 
April.  Jack has been playing hockey for 11 years and has played in previous national under-15s and under-16s 
tournaments for Western Australia.  His goal after this year is to try out for the Classic League in Perth, with an 
ambition to play senior hockey for Western Australia. 
Keith Choules was selected to represent Western Australia at the Australian seniors tennis championships.  Keith 
is aged over 70 and is still enjoying playing competitive tennis, which shows that if people keep fit, they can 
enjoy their sport no matter what stage of life they are at.  That makes me feel better! 
The Albany A men’s basketball team consisting of Malcolm Pages, Clint McGregor, Ryan Benson, Michael 
Brenton, Cris Delacey, Darren Godbolt, Phil Beattie, Rob Whalley and Justin Benson won the men’s 
championship division at the Western Australian country basketball championships.  It was a fantastic result for 
Albany basketball and shows that these players can compete with the best, after a convincing 37-26 win over 
Karratha in the final. 
Also representing Albany at the championships was the girls’ under-18s team of Alicia Vanshak, Laine Ferry, 
Thea Williams, Reanna Caddy, Ashleigh Mavay, Katy Amess, India Ashboth and Emma Harris.  They finished 
fifth in a very strong competition and were coached by Tamara Collins and Ben Pollette.  The girls’ under-16s 
division 1 team, consisting of Bronte Walker, Chloe Pearson, Nicole Henderson, Stephanie Grainger, Jessica 
Nottle, Ashleigh Evans, Calypso Waddell and Kathryn Jennings, and coached by Amy Hetherington, also did 
well. 
I congratulate Tim Meuzelaar, Ebony Morrison, India Ashboth, Katie Amers and Jack Grimshaw, who were 
named as Country Allstars. 
City of Albany ranger Gary Turner was recognised for his outstanding efforts when he was granted life 
membership of the WA Rangers Association.  Gary is one of only eight life members of the association and is 
dedicated to and passionate about his work.  Albany is fortunate to have a ranger who is so committed to the 
profession. 

Margaret Garner celebrated her 100th birthday on 6 January with a family lunch.  Margaret has lived in Albany 
for the past 40 years and always got involved in the community and helped others when she could.  That is why 
she is 100 years old!  Also celebrating milestones recently were Kathleen Thornley, who had her ninetieth 
birthday; Ken and Francis Gault, who, along with Richard and Ada Bridger, celebrated their sixtieth wedding 
anniversary; and Violet and Victor Pomery, who celebrated their seventieth wedding anniversary.  They are 
tremendous achievements. 

I wish to thank the volunteer firefighters from Albany who went to assist on the front line of the Dwellingup 
bushfires. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I thank the following firefighters: from the Kalgan brigade, Brent Findlay, Ian Bishop, 
Raymond Hall, John Bocian, Brian Carmen, John Powis and Iain Castleden Fenwick; from the South Coast 
brigade, Darren Prior and Gary Duncan; from the Bornholm brigade, Gerry Gregson; from the Highway brigade, 
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Peter Hart and Albert and Daniel Van Dongen; and from the Elleker brigade, Karen Wellstead and Derek Zeck.  
In 2000, the Kalgan area had a massive bushfire and volunteers from other brigades in WA turned out to help.  
These volunteers were only too happy to return the favour to the people of Dwellingup.  Members of the 
Bornholm, Kalgan, South Stirlings, Highway, Many Peaks, Elleker and Napier brigades fought the devastating 
Porongurup fires.  Not long after the Porongurup fires, Albany’s newest national park at Gull Rock was burnt out 
and the Elleker, Napier, King River, South Coast and Kalgan brigades made sure that the fire was contained and 
did not break out to threaten lives and property.  I was down at Emu Point the morning after the fire.  Greg 
Broomhall was the chief fire control officer with CALM.  He said that the way the wind was blowing and the 
way the fire came straight over the hill, we could have had another Canberra.  I think there were 13 brigades at 
Emu Point and Oyster Harbour.  The way the wind was blowing, it could have blown sparks across to other 
areas.  If they had taken off, we could have had another Canberra.  Congratulations to the officers from CALM 
and the firefighters for their tremendous efforts.   

I also mention Tony Stanton, who is active member of the Albany community.  He is the driving force behind 
the successful campaign to have the City of Albany overturn its decision to not include a gym in the Albany 
Leisure and Aquatic Centre redevelopment.  Tony did the hard yards in mobilising a petition from current ALAC 
gym users and motivating other people to lobby council to overturn the decision.   
I turn now to the controversy over Ben Cousins at the moment.  Being an amateur sportsman, I would love to see 
the media concentrate on saving Olympic athletes who are probably getting $10 000 a year to survive and who 
are working after hours.  They do not get the fancy stuff that the West Coast Eagles, the Fremantle Dockers and 
the cricketers get.  Instead of concentrating on someone who has been pampered, maybe The West Australian, 
the ABC or any of the other media outlets should look after the athletes who are getting ready for the Olympics.  
These people give up their time, their money and their lives to go to the Olympics.  I would prefer to see the 
media focus its attention on promoting those people.  I have no problems with Ben Cousins, except that he does 
not play for Collingwood!  There were eight or nine pages in the local newspaper over someone who has 
personal problems.  I am sure there are more important things to read about in the paper.  It is disappointing 
when we have so many people battling in sport that the main focus is on the big-money players.  That is my 
personal opinion.   
I was interested to read that Bernard Salt was looking for the top 10 hottest towns in Australia, and said that 
Albany is number one.  He said - 

The hottest town in this year’s survey is Albany on Western Australia’s south coast where the job 
market expanded by an estimated 11 per cent last year.  In the same period the local population rose at 
close to double the Australian average at 2.4 per cent.  As a consequence the local unemployment rate 
in Albany dropped 1.3 percentage points to reach 4.9 per cent last June.  Albany property prices 
responded: median house prices jumped 29 per cent in 12 months to reach $445,000 by June 2006.   

That is absolutely incredible.  He continues - 

The rise and rise of Albany is curious.  After all it is hardly within a convenient driving time of Perth.  
I consider that to be a bonus - 

It could be that Albany is evolving as a sea-change destination for the West’s miners. 
When I fly to Perth, a lot of the fly in, fly out workers say they are working up north and they buy little farmlets 
or houses in Albany, but they are becoming very hard to find.  Bernard Salt continues - 

There is also the fact that the local economy is ticking along nicely, especially following recent 
developments in the timber industry. 

We have also seen further development by Grange Resources, which is opening a mine out at Wellstead.  That 
should increase the price of land out at Wellstead because the company is trying to encourage as many people as 
possible to stay out there.  There is also the foreshore development, the Albany ring road and the hospital 
upgrade.  There are many people working down in that area at the moment and I think it will get better.  I do not 
think it will get worse.   

The member for Alfred Cove and I - especially when I was on the halfback line - did not really agree about some 
things but I agree with her policy on smoking.  There is nothing worse than walking out into the courtyard and 
there is smoke around.  

Dr J.M. Woollard:  And the courtyards upstairs. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Yes.  I feel that something should be done about it.  We are very, very conscious about our 
health these days.  There is nothing worse than walking outside and inhaling smoke.  I will be approaching the 
Speaker about this matter.  I feel very strongly about it.  Everywhere else we go, smoking is an issue. 
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Dr J.M. Woollard:  It’s the workers at Parliament House who are suffering from this. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  And the members. 

Dr J.M. Woollard:  That is right but we are here for a limited number of weeks.  They are here for 52 of the 
weeks of the year being exposed to that passive smoking. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I agree.  I refer now to organ donations.  A person who unfortunately lost their life up 
north donated their organs to keep other people alive.  Just recently we heard of the young girl from Bunbury 
who received organ donations to help keep her alive.  There are so many ways that we can keep people alive 
with the latest drugs.  The member for Southern River is one of the ambassadors for organ donations in WA.  I 
have had a good life but my organs are getting a bit old, and I have no hesitation in encouraging people to donate 
their organs.  If someone dies or has a car accident and his or her organs are still going, they can be donated.  It 
is something that we should really look at.   

Finally, I was very lucky to have an intern look into one of the things that I am concerned about - child obesity in 
primary schools.  Catherine Chakulunta from the University of Notre Dame wrote a report for me.  Her first few 
points were very interesting.  She stated - 

A child may survive a paedophile.  No child survives a heart failure! 

She immediately got my attention.  She continued - 

WA is a state where almost one in every three children is obese or overweight.  . . . In 2005, the 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare reported that 22 per cent of Australian children were 
overweight or obese.  The problem is growing at about 1 per cent per year.  The major issues this report 
identifies as a result of research on child obesity in primary schools are that, it is largely attributed to 
poorly functioning family structures and school curriculum which do not accommodate sport.  Even 
though these are the two major issues . . . This is as a result of lack of action by structures in position to 
implement policies that may prevent deaths in future generations of Australia.  

We teach children reading, writing and arithmetic, which is great, but we do not teach them about obesity. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Yes, we do; schools do. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  When I went to school we were taught reading, writing and arithmetic but we were also 
taught to eat healthily and that if we exercised we could lose weight.  That teaching has always stuck with me.  
Perhaps I do not have as big a problem as other people have with losing weight. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  I have to say you are wrong to say that schools don’t talk about diet, nutrition and health; they 
do as part of the curriculum. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Yes, but I do not think enough of it is done. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Parents might do a bit more.  That is where the problem is - parents, not schools. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Yes, but I think there is less and less sport. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  I agree with that. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I recall when I was at school I had a whole afternoon of sport and some on a couple of 
other days and after school; whereas most kids these days go home and sit in front of a computer.  People say 
that is the lifestyle of today, but the community will pay for it 10 to 15 years down the track.  The report 
continues -  

‘The good news is type 2 diabetes is largely preventable.  Research studies have found that lifestyle 
changes and small amounts of weight loss in the range of 5-10% can prevent or delay the development 
of type 2 diabetes . . .  

I have jumped through the report a bit there; however, type 2 diabetes is one disorder that people can develop 
from obesity.  The list of diseases associated with obesity include sleep apnoea, breathlessness, asthma, social 
isolation, depression, daytime sleepiness, fatigue, type 2 diabetes, gall bladder disease, hypertension and 
dyslipodemia.  I ask the resident doctor whether dyslipodemia is something. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs:  Dyslipodemia? 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  That is the word I was looking for.  Other problems are insulin resistance and 
atherosclerosis. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs:  Dyslipodemia means cholesterol and fat disorders. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I believe the member for Roe; that is why he is my resident doctor in this place! 
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Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  And a good one! 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  A very good doctor! 

Dr G.G. Jacobs:  How do you know?  You’ve never been to me. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  When I sit in the chair and listen to the member for Roe speak, I am just enthralled. 

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  Great bedside manner!  Not that I would know! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I will not disagree.  The member for Carine has just thrown me completely.  For members 
who did not hear, the member for Carine said that Dr Jacobs had a good -  

Mr G.M. Castrilli:  I just can’t speak. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  She has thrown me completely.  I have only two minutes to go.  The report continues - 

When children are on school holidays, they lead sedentary lifestyles by mostly watching television 
where almost every commercial break on kids’ TV has an advert on junk food.  Researchers told the 
childhood obesity Summit that more attention should be paid to family role models - 

That is what the member for Cottesloe said - 

when searching for answers to the rising incidence of overweight children . . . A study of 560 parents 
with children aged 5 and 6 found a third watched TV during the evening meal, and 15 per cent saw 
dinnertime as unpleasant and a time for disagreements.  Also, busy schedules meant 35 per cent of 
families found it difficult to eat together, while a third of mothers were unable to prepare the evening 
meal. 

Ms S.E. Walker:  It is very important for families to have an evening meal together. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  It is. 

Dr E. Constable interjected. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I apologise to the member for Churchlands; I should have said “parents” instead of 
“families”. 

If members want to read this report, I am quite willing to let them have a look at it.  I congratulate Catherine 
Chakulunta for her efforts; it is a very important subject.  Children are our future and if we can teach them the 
right way when they are young, we will make it a lot better for them later on in life.  

Debate adjourned, on motion by Ms M.M. Quirk (Minister for Corrective Services). 

House adjourned at 4.14 pm 

__________ 
 
 


